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1, Souvanna Phouma fl^w to Rangoon by Soviet plane 
for talks with Ambassador /Harriman, September 15-17 . At 
the outset Souvanna stated he would welcome U« S, support 
and had depended on the USSR only because the U. S . had 
abandoned him. He also indicated his loyalty to the Lao 
monarchy though he would not seek an audience with the 
King until after the three Princes had reached agreement 
among themselves. Souvanna said he was determined to pre- 
vent a Communist take-over and, should the non-Communists 
fail to win the next elections, made clear that military 
action would have to be taken against the Pathet Lao (PL) . 

He felt, however, that the PL must and could be defeated 
provided all non-Communists Joined efforts. Concerning 
Viet Cong infiltration via Laos into South Viet-Nam, 

Souvanna promised that his government would prevent it. 

On spec if lo issues of the Paris August 7 Agreement, 
Souvanna (a) still adhered to the 4-8-4 formula with the 
PL and extreme right each having three full ministries 
plus one secretariat of state. He said the PL would ac- 
cept public works, justice, finance or foreign affairs. 

As he had told Ambassador Addis, Souphanouvong would re- 
main outside the government to organize for the elections. 
Phoumi could have a ministry if he resigned from the army. 
While he told Harriman he would reflect further on the 
matter, Souvanna continued to oppose inclusion in the center 
group of more than one Vientiane moderate on the basis none 
had popular backing, (b) Souvanna was in relatively close 
accord on ICC except for the exact terms of the Lao govern- 
ment's Jurisdiction over ICC investigations, (c) Souvanna 
seemed fully aware of the need to disband the PL forces 
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prlor to elections but, In his opinion, demobilization and 
integration should be effected by individuals rather than 
by units to preclude any recurrence of PL refusal as in 
May 1959. Souvanna would leave the details of agreements 
on this issue until after the government is formed to avoid 
unnecessary delay in achieving a unified delegation at 
Geneva, (d) As anticipated, Souvanna accepted the reten- 
tion of the French Military Mission. 

Regarding the American prisoners, Souvanna stated 
that they would be released when the new government was 
formed and that they may now receive mall. He indicated 
his belief that the prisoners were receiving adequate care. 

/ 

Following the talks, .Souvanna erroneously informed 
the press that he was to.’be Prime Minister and that the 
three Foreign Ministers had agreed in Paris to a government 
led by him. Harriman 's press statement rectified this 
blunder on Souv anna's part. 

On the whole Harriman felt the meeting was more success- 
ful than expected with the exception of Souvanna' s position 
on the Vientiane moderates, and he informed the Prince that 
the U. S. could not support him unless he would include 
three or four of that group. He has suggested that Addis 
see Souvanna again to put this point across. Harriman now 
plans to see Diem in addition to his stops, in Laos, Thailand, 
and India. 

2. The most significant development at Geneva during 
the past week was Pushkin's conversation with Harriman in 
which he stressed the USSR's desire for a genuinely inde- 
pendent and neutral Laos and for a settlement regardless of 
the Berlin issue. He assured Harriman that the Soviets 
could and would guarantee that Laos would not become the 
victim of North Viet-Nam or of Pathet Lao aggression. He 
envisaged the Co-Chairmen in the role of supplementing ICC 
to guarantee the latter's effectiveness. 

At restricted sessions discussions continued to center 
on ICC without agreement on any major item. The Chinese 
delegate attacked the Franco-U. S. draft for the neutrality 
declaration as impeding Conference progress and claimed the 
Chinese wished a reasonable settlement but were not willing 
for the Conference to drag on indefinitely. 
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